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Bat Rescue ï Primary Intervention  

 

 

 

This document only aims to guide you with the primary steps you can take 

when you rescue a bat , covering your first 24 hours of care . It is not to be 

construed as a guideline for rehabilitation . Please work with or under the 

guidance of an experienced rehabilitator or veterinarian  for complete  care.  
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1.  Basic Bat ID at First Glance  

Bats may be broadly divided into two types:  

 

Microchiroptera  

Insectivore Bats  

 

 

¶ Insect ivores bats are TINY  

¶ Weigh  4 to 20 grams at full 

adult weight  depending 

upon species  

¶ Size of pinkie finger  or less  

¶ Eats  aer ial INSECTS like 

moths, mosquitos, locusts  

¶ Tiny eyes  

¶ Prominent  echolocation  

 

Megachiroptera  

Fruit Bats  

 

 

¶ Palm - sized or bigger  

¶ Weigh  25 to 1000 grams 

depending upon species  

¶ Eats FRUITS , pollen , nectar 

and other vegetative matter  

¶ Large, prominent eyes  

¶ Tubular nose  

¶ Dog- like face  

¶ Few species will echolocate  
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2.  Identifying Baby Bats  

Baby Insectivore Bats  

 

 

 

¶ Baby insectivorous bats can be as small as 1.5 to 2 grams in weight . 

¶ They are often naked or sparsely furred  until a couple of weeks old.  

¶ Wings are not developed ; cannot fly until they are 6 - 8 weeks old.  

¶ Often, they will be vocal and will call out for their mammas . Distress 

call is a high pitch ringing.  

¶ They can crawl quite a bit before they can fly . 

¶ Tiny hook - like milk teeth or no teeth. Canines develop after a month . 

¶ Baby Season  in India : Mostly mid - September to mid - November.  

¶ Reunite at Dusk/Night: Take them out o n a soft cloth and keep/hold 

them at a height for an hour or so and see if their mamma can find 

them and carry them back. M amma will carry if she can locate  them.  
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Baby Fruit Bats  

 

 

 

¶ Baby fruit bats, like insectivore bats, will be sparsely furred  at birth . 

¶ Wings are not developed ; they cannot fly till they are 6 - 7  weeks old.  

¶ Will often be quite vocal, calling their mamma . Distress call is a lower 

pitch chirp - like sound.  

¶ Baby Season in India: Mostly June to September . 

¶ Often they will have fallen from a height  and may have injuries, more 

so when  younger as wings are not developed and they cannot flap.  

¶ Reunite using the steps above ï ensure the babies are secure but allow 

them to call o ut as that is the best way to attract their mamma.  

 

If thereôs no luck reuniting, you can take the babies in and reach for help.  

Two important things to do while you get guidance:  

1.  Ensure the babies are warm ï insectivores will be happy to crawl in 

into thick layers of b edding but baby fruit bats will  prefer  being 

wrapped up/swaddled  if they donôt have wing injuries. 

2.  Talk to them and pet them a little bit so they can feel safe with you . 

3.  Avoid handling with bare hands unless you are vaccinated for rabies.   
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3. Grounded Adult Bats  or Bats Found Indoors  

  

At first approach and as long as the bat appears to be healthy and 

unhurt/unharmed, allow it to climb onto a height (a tree for example  or 

place them on the bonnet of a car ) and see if they can fly away. You can 

assist them by offering them a branch or a cloth to climb onto and then 

place them at a safe height.  

Note:  Do not place at a height if they appear injured or are moving 

haphazardly as they might just fall again.  

 

In most cases, esp. with  (insectivore) bats found indoors, they  have simply 

lost their way and  fly away as soon a s they are given the chance to. 

Sometimes it will be a baby that has crawled out of or fallen from the roost.  

 

If you find a bat in the house:  

¶ Switch off the fan  

¶ Allow them to fly out through a window , or  

¶ Allow them to fly into a bedsheet or big towel and then let them out 

through the window/balco ny or just take them outside to  release 

¶ If on the floor, lift them off tiled surface and shift them to  a warmer 

place . They have a better chance of flying away once they warm up.  
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4.  Injured Bats  ï do NOT release  

 

If you find an injured bat, please reach a veterinarian or experienced bat 

carer asap . With timely help and appropriate medical care, you have a 

better chance of saving any injured animal. Delays in medical care will only 

lead to secondary infections or even septicaemia which can often be avoided. 

Wing membrane injuries require additional care  to minimize wing die back . 

Pain management is also critical as injured  bats can often ch ew on their 

limbs to try and  free  themselves of the pain .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checklist  ï healthy signs : 

1.  Looking healthy overall  

2.  Clean and well - groomed  

3.  Wings looks healthy  

4.  Crawling or moving in a healthy manner ï symmetric movements  

5.  Alert and (for adult bats) wants to move away from you  

6.  Able to fly away  

 

Wing Claw: 

check  for 

damage if the 

bat is injured . 

Wing claws are 

vital in climbing 

ï t hey should be 

able to hook on 

with the claw.  
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Worrying signs:  

1.  Any visible injuries or bleeds  

2.  Blood at external orifices ï mouth particularly or anus  

3.  Shrivelled wings  

4.  Haphazard  movement  or seizures  

5.  Unable to move, lift the wing or fly  

6.  Unable to  cling to surface and falls off  

 

Examples of injuries: Highlighting cases below so you know what to look for.  

 

  

 

 

   


